2019-20 Contributors to the Friends of the Thomaston Public Library

Michael & Margaret Ackley
Daniel & Julianna Alessio
Judy A. Alexander
Mark Andrade
The Andreski Family
Michael Andrews & Paul Boylan
The Arcovio Family

Martin & Courtney Ariola &
Family

Margaret Babcock
Edward & Michelle Banach
John Bavone
Vito & Lenora Becce
Bruce Beeman
Steven & Cheryl Belanger
Richard & Lois Benfer
Fran & Brent Berling
Susan & Ted Bordner
Margaret Borger
Bee Bothroyd
Roy & Christine Bouffard
Ann Bowden
Robert & Ann Braley
Mary Ellen Brody
Mary Ann Broomhead
Joyce Brouillard
Vincent Brunetti
Sandy & Mike Bruscino
Laura & William Busk
Thomas Calvello
Allison & Frank Campagna
Inez Campbell
Jennifer & Christopher Carlo
Rita & Joseph Caruso
Marguerite Case
Laurie Chamberlain
Anthony & Carolyn Chesto
Suzanne & Mario Chiovitti
Eleanor Chizinski
Stasia A. Cocca
Pat Conaghan
Michael Corrado
Dan & Therese Cosgrove

Charise Courtney

Mr. & Mrs. Richard G. Covello
Ray & Marcia Crannell
Nancy & Lou Daddona

Carol & Kevin Dake
James & Joyce Davidson
Ron & Linda DeBellis
Sean & Jennifer Delaney
Marion DePecol
Dick DiMaria
George Dino
Cynthia Doyle
Nancy Drumm

John & Kathleen Duffany

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas J. Duffany Sr.

Tony & Laurel Durso
Robert & Marianne Dwan
Audrey Eckert
Jeff & Amy Famiglietti
Nancy Flammia
F. Peter Foley
Beth Fontaine
Ray & Debbie Foshay
Craig & Debbie Gallick
Nancy & Bob Galpin
Mark & Barbara Galvin
Bill & Joan Gangloff
Audrey and Clement Garant
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Gasper
Chris & Beth Gaudette
Joan Gauthier
David Geddes
Gene & Linda Geddes
Roger Giroux
Diana Goldsmith
Sybil Goodkin
Jean Gowlis
Dan & Nicole Grecco
Mary Green
Durward & Marlyn Green
Richard E. Griffin
Rosanne & Claudio Guerrera
Bill & Jody Guerrera
Shirley Gugliotti

Marilyn Harlow

Ronald & Cindy Hax
Darlene & William Hellerich
Holly Herbert
Ruth & Ken Hopkins
Janet Hoyt
David Hunkins
Michael Hutchinson
Mary Ann Hyres
Irene & Robert Innes
Richard & Lissa Jennings
Ruth Johnson
Wayne Kamens
Mary Kamens
Genevieve Kaniewski
Catherine Kazlauskas
Richard & Carleen Keutzer
Lucille Killiany
Peter & Colleen Kisselburgh
Karl & Cynthia Knightly
Jay & Joyce Knowlton
Randall & Jan Krampitz
Joan Krasnowski
Antoinette & Dave Krasnowski
Robert & Carol Kunschaft
Dianne LaBonte
Roy Langlais
Herbert & Rogene Laplante
Cindy & Ed Larkin
Anthony & Virginia Lauretano
Angela Lauretano
Victor LeDuc
Dr. Veronica LeDuc
Judith Lee
Beverly Liggins
Barbara Littell
Lois Lyons
Heidi & Michael Madow
Franziska Manuel
Rosemary Martin
Mary Ann Martin
Bob & Ann Martinelli
Pierrette Masotta

Brian & Kathleen Mazzarella &
Family

Elaine McEachern
Linda & Travis McNeil
Robert & Norma McQuarrie
Carole Mello
Bonnie Mis
Mary & Frank Mitchell
Christina Molliconi
Ed & Eileen Mone
Michael & Sandra Montana
Ella & Paul Moritis
Sarah Morton

Kristin Mosimann

Raymond & Sheron Neddermann

Betty Nedorostek
Alice & Ed Nelson
The Neri Family
Daniel & Sarah Norck
Robert & Joyce Norton
Edward & Marie Olcese
Donald & Lillian Olmstead
Caroline & Henry Osowiecki
Rita & Greg Ostrander
The Paliwoda Family
Joseph & Susan Parent
Anne & Al Pelkey
Sue Pelletier
Dennis & Doreen Pennella
Nancy Penza
Frances Perbeck
Harry Peresada
Marlene Perniciaro
Joseph & Kathleen Pesce
Peter & Joan Petruzzi
Patrica Phelan
Jessica Piche
Kevin & Lisa Pierce & Family
Al & Sue Pinard
Barbara Piscopo
Edward & Janice Plocha
Dave & Jennifer Policastro
Irene Polowy
Mr. Lawrence Polowy
Richard & Carole Prescott

John & Carol Pytel

Katherine Rauccio
Victoria & Jud Reed
Mary Reilly
Mary C. Reynolds
Barbara & Tom Rhoads
Linda & Richard Roach
James & Susan Root
William & Frances Rothe
Nancy & Greg Rozum
The Russo Family
Eric Sacco
John & Stacey Salvietti
Margaret Samela

John Sanderson

Elaine & Vincent Santopietro

Gene & Barbara Saska
Daniel & Katherine Sayers
Luannn & Tom Scarola
Judy Schmidt
Dorothy Schreiner
Debbie & David Schriver
George Seabourne
Daniel & Ann Seabourne
Diane Senew
Suzanne Serva
Robert & Jean Seymour
Warren & Deborah Siel
Bonnie-Lee Simpson
Martha Soliday
Joseph & Rita Spinella
Kathy Stabile
Carol Ann Stentiford
Dorothy F. Stephens
Jannette D. Stevens
Scott & Melissa Stevenson
John Sugrue
Kelley Sullivan
Paul & Judy Szymanski
The Thibault Family
Mathew & Evelyn Thier
Marsha S. Thompson
Harold Thomson
Joan & Gene Thornberg

Richard & Yvette Tingle

Elaine Towne & Helena Towne
Bob & Nancy Verno
James Walker
KenWarren

Rebecca Skinner & Joseph
Wassong

Kathryn Wehrle
Hilda Wehrle
P. L Weissend

Sharon Welton
Leigh Whitney
Dora Wilcox
Nancy Wilson

Joan Zeliff

Charlotte & Richard Surmanek

-Business Donors -
Intrasonics
Plymouth Glass and Mirror, Inc.
Thomaston Dental Associates
Thai In Love
Treadwell Corporation
Zero Check
Thomaston Family Dental
CDR Insurance Group Inc.
Town & Country Real Estate

Thomaston Counseling Associates

Friends
of the
Thomaston Public Library

Memorial
Contributions

We remember with
gratitude the follow-
ing deceased pa-
trons whose families
and friends gener-
ously offered
memorial contribu-
tions in their honor
to the Friends of the
Library this fiscal
year:

Carol Geddes

Elaine Dixon

Mary Barlett
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Dear Friends and Patrons

“The only thing that you absolutely have to know, is the location of the

library.”

The Annual Report is designed to

inform the Library Board of Trustees and the
citizens of Thomaston about the library’s
collections, programs and services offered in
the year 2019-2020. The information con-
tained in this report is based upon statistical
data, collected by our library staff members
and submitted to the Connecticut State Li-
brary for inclusion in its publication, Con-
necticut’s Public Libraries: A Statistical Pro-
file. The Annual Report is presented to the
Library Board at its Annual Meeting, held on
the first Tuesday in December, and is made
available for public perusal following the An-
nual Meeting.

Our Annual Report provides us with the op-
portunity to share some of our success and
challenges from the past year as well as
bringing to light some of the issues that are
facing us in the year to come.

2019-20 was the strangest year | have ever
experienced in my years as a Librarian. We
were scheduling programs and purchasing
material to enhance our collection when the
world shut down. Literally. As we quickly
made plans for the closure we initiated curb-
side service, began planning for a virtual
Summer Reading Program, extended due
dates and loaning periods, removed fines and
tried to stay in contact with our most con-
sistent users; even telephoning them to see if
we could help when we had not heard from
them for a period of time. Our library closed
to the public on March 17" and remained
closed to in-person visits until June 17™. we

Albert Einstein

offered curbside service for the entire time
we were closed to in-person visits.

When we re-opened we did so in a very stra-
tegic manner. We had Plexiglas safety divid-
ers installed on our circulation desks, limited
the number of patrons allowed into the build-
ing at one time and offered a redesigned
computer access area that adheres to the
social distancing guidelines of the CDC.

On June 17", according to the Governor’s
Guidelines, we allowed people back in the
building to use computers, browse the collec-
tion and even meet in small groups in the
library. We have continued to offer curbside
service for our patrons who remain con-
cerned about entering the building.

As you review the statistic on the following
pages you will notice a significant increase in
our on-line circulation as people shifted to
those resources.

Most of all, our staff members are thankful
that the Library Trustees have supported
their need to stay safe from the virus by lim-
iting the public’s access to the library. We are
all concerned about what will come next with
the pandemic and are constantly thinking of
ways to stay engaged with the community as
we navigate these very unusual times.

Stay safe,

Debra Radosevich
Library Director



The Year by the Numbers Programs for Adults

The library’s COLLECTION of materials as of June 30, 2020 is as follows:

BOOKS
Adult Books
Teen Books
Children’s Books
Subscriptions
TOTAL Books
NON-BOOK items
Audio
Video
Other

eBooks - we own

eAudio - we own

TOTAL Non-Books

2020
23,645
1,487
13,575
47
38,754

3,154
4,136
30
125

eBooks - state owns 1,346

366

eAudio - state owns 3,321

12,478

2019 2018 2017

23,424 23,659

1,488 1,518 1,574

13,659 13,740 13,898
46 65 67
38,617 38,982 39,253

3,267 3,217 3,
3,962 3,879 3,
118 274
120 115
1,088 972
527 485

3,090 2,982 2,

12,172 11,924

23,714

445

11,386

166
936

106
882

851

For 2019-20, the total CIRCULATION of all library materials was:

BOOKS 2019-20 2018-19
& SERIALS
Adult 13,686 18,208
Teen 977 1,448
Children’s 11,638 13,541
TOTAL 26,301 33,197
AUDIO
Adult 1,349 1,875
Teen 34 11
Children’s 225 146
TOTAL 1,608 2,032

CIRCULA-

TION
eAudio 2,084
eBooks 340
Video 1,526

TOTAL 3,950

ELECTRONIC 2019-20 2018-19

1,058
195
658

1,911

VIDEO 2019-20 2018-19
Adult 6,248 7,847
Teen 4 7
Children’s 1,259 2,167

TOTAL 7,511 10,021

ALL OTHER  ITEMS

TOTAL 89 564

CIRCULATION TOTALS  2019-20

Total Adult Circulation 21,283

Total Teen Circulation 1,015

Total Children’s Circ 13,122

Total Electronic Circ 3,950

Total Other Circulation 89

TOTAL CIRCULATION 39,459

The Thomaston Public Library’s adult pro-
grams are designed to appeal to audiences of
various ages and interests. Popular programs
featuring health, nature, entertainment, gar-
dening, crafts, finance and, of course, literature
are offered throughout the year.
This year we presented:
The Book Discussion Group

(9 meetings)
It’s A Classic! - The Classic Book Club

(3 talks led by Dr. Mark Schenker)
Volunteer Income Tax Help - VITA
Terrarium Making
US Census Recruiting Event

(3 sessions)
Jack-O-Lantern Contest
Understanding Medicare
World in a Coffee Cup - Coffee Tasting
Matt On the Go for Lifetime Learners
Woodstock: A 50th Anniversary Celebration
Home Gardening with George

(3 sessions)

Maximizing Your Social k
Security Benefits

The 19th Amendment:
Suffrage, Sacrifice
and Success

Irish Penny Whistle
Workshop

What Lies Ahead in
Retirement?

Wreath Making with
George (2 sessions)

Holiday Centerpiece

Workshops (2 sessions)

NUMBER NUMBER
OF IN
PROGRAMS ATTENDANCE

2019-20
PROGRAMMING

Adult 26 592
Teen 34 433
Children’s 365 592
TOTAL 425 1,617

Programs for Children / Babies - Tweens - Teens

Our Children’s Department continues to encourage fami-
lies with children of all ages to explore the wide range of
programming we have to offer. We present a variety of pro-
grams from birth to teen, our most popular events being
baby time, story time, murder mysteries, and mother/
daughter book club. This year’s murder mystery, Pandemo-
nium at the Poolside, was broken into three sessions, due to
its huge success
the previous year.

CHILDREN:

This past year has
| been aroller

. coaster for our
children’s depart-
ment. We began
with a successful
summer reading
program, “Say
Aloha with Books”, with 271 participants from preschool
age to teens who engaged in over 60 programs. Our pro-
gram divided participants into groups based on the book
Enchanted Tiki Room and each young patron received a gem
for every library item they
checked out. This program was
an immense success; it bol-
stered circulation and involve-
ment. With the aid of the
Thomaston Rotary Club grant,
tote bags were purchased for
all the children and teens who
registered for the program.

Family was a major focal point

for our summer programming. We brought back one of our
most popular family paint nights and added a new program,
“Mixed: Family Edition”. This new and exciting program
was based on the television show “Chopped” where each
family received three tropical mystery ingredients that they
needed to base a dish around. Needless to say, everyone
got creative with their dishes. The two favorite dishes were
a pineapple, spam, and rice dish by the Carlo family and
chocolate, coconut,
and avocado cup-

| cakes by the Calla-
han family.

| As summer came to
ka8 a close, we looked

< | for ways to inspire
our young patrons
to give back to the
community. Our
new program, Help-
ing Hands, met eve-

ry Monday from September to June.
Students made goodie bags for the
food pantry, cleaned up garbage
around Main Street, wrote letters to
young children in hospitals, and made
dog treats for local animal shelters.
Money raised by the group from selling
baked goods at the children’s craft fair
contributed to items that were later
donated to the food pantry.

February kicked off our winter reading
program “LOVE to Read” which was inspired by a picture book by
Eric Carle. Through this program we hosted “take your child to
the library day”, a “build a sloth” workshop, and we took a bus
trip to The Eric Carle Museum of Picture Book Art in Amherst,
Massachusetts. The bus trip was an incredible experience for eve-
ryone involved; we were able to visit beautiful exhibitions and
even view a movie about Eric Carle.

In March when the library was forced to close, our children’s de-
partment staff rallied to provide our young patrons with alterna-
tive programming. Our staff continuously came up with new ways
to engage our beloved patrons both virtually and off-line. Our
librarians brought story time alive
online to our youngest patrons and
found news ways to interact with
older children through games and
crafts. One of our best programs

§ included a book club where we held
an outside scavenger hunt based off
of one of the books. As we continued
to navigate library use during the
pandemic, we found ways to use our
social media to feature weekly trivia questions about Harry Potter
and Pokémon as well as promote our upcoming programs.

TEENS:

As another year comes to a close, let’s reflect upon some of the
great activities we have offered our teen patrons. In July we held
an enlightening program, “Henna by Elyse”, about the history of

henna tattooing, what to avoid when getting a henna tattoo, and
instruction on how teens can experiment with henna tattoo art.

One of our most popular programs each
year is our teen paint night. This year’s
class was led by local artist Jane Morrison,
a graduate of The Savannah College of Art
and Design. Our teens had a great time
socializing and developing their skills while
Jane guided them through the process.




